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The proofs of Christianity.
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let us consider; although GOD has made Nature to operate by certain fixed laws, yet it is not unreasonable to think that he may suspend those laws, in order to establish a system highly advantageous to mankind. Now the Christian religion is a most beneficial system, as it gives us light and certainty where we were before in darkness and doubt. The miracles which prove it are attested by men who had no interest in deceiving us; but who, on the contrary, were told that they should suffer persecution, and did actually lay down their lives in confirmation of the truth of the facts which they asserted. Indeed, for some centuries the heathens did not pretend to deny the miracles; but said they were performed by the aid of evil spirits. This is a circumstance of great weight. Then, Sir, when we take the proofs derived from prophecies which have been so exactly fulfilled,'we have most satisfactory evidence. Supposing a miracle possible, as to which, in my opinion, there can be no doubt, we have as strong evidence for the miracles in support of Christianity, as the nature of the thing admits.'
At night Mr. Johnson and I supped in a private room at the Turk's Head coffee-house, in the Strand1. 'I encourage this house (said he;) for the mistress of it is a good civil woman, and has not much business.'
' Sir, I love the acquaintance of young people; because, in the first place, I don't like to think myself growing old. In the next place, young acquaintances must last longest, if they do last; and then, Sir, young men have more virtue than old men; they have more generous sentiments in every respect2. I love the young dogs of this age: they have more wit and humour and knowledge of life than we had; but then the dogs are not so good scholars. Sir, in my early years I read very hard. It is a sad reflection, but a true one, that I knew almost as much at eighteen as I do now3. My judgement, to be sure, was not
* A coffee-house over against Catherine Street,now the site of atourists' ticket office. Athenaum^ No. 3041.
2 Stockdale records (Memoirs, i. 202) that Johnson once said to him:— 'Whenever it is the duty of a young and old man to .act at the same time with a spirit of independence and
generosity; we ma/always have reason to hope that the young man will ardently perform, and to fear that the old man will desert, his duty.'
3 Boswell thus writes of this evening :—•' I learn more from him than from any man I ever was with. He told me a very odd thing, that he
SOr it be more probable thai this person should either deceive 01 be deceived, or that the fact wliicr he relates should really have hap pened.1 Hume's Essay on Miracles Parti. See/otf, Sept. 22,1777, where Boswell again quotes this passage.
